Xixmi Aide Urges Less Control 


Br^dcast Rules Examined 
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Second, under recent court 
decisions, renewals of broad- 
casters’, federal licenses — al- 
most an , automatic procedure 
until recently — haw encoun- 
tered rising opposition from 
local groups which claim that 
the stations have hot produced 
duality programming and that 
! their licenses should therefore 
not be renewed. 

In response to this trend, 


the FCC is attempting 'to de- 
velop criteria for judging’ the 
performance of stations. 

“It is a quagmire of govern- 
ment control, and once we get 
into it we can” only sink 
deeper,” Whitehead said. "The 
courts are on their way to 
making the broadcaster a gov- 
ernment agent.” 

As a substitute for the “fair- 
ness” rule — and for determina- 
tion of what is “fair” by the 
broadcaster or by t the FCC— 


Whitehead would substitute 
the automatic right of anyone 
to buy air time. Thus, if the 
Democrats wanted to respond 
; to a presidential speech, they 
could simply . purchase air 
time “on a first-come, first- 
served basis.” . 

Until recently, broadcasters 
have claimed the right to re- 
fuse to sell air time for adver- 
tisements concerning “contro- 
versial” issues. However, a re- 
cent court decision — resulting 
from WTOP-TV’s refusal to 
sell time to an antiwar group 
of businessmen — said that sta- 
tions cannot automatically re- 
ject such requests. ' 

Whitehead would also 
lengthen the current three- 


year license term for TV sta- 
tions — he did not suggest a 
specific new period— and elim- 
inate any FCC program stand- 
ards by granting a renewal if 
a broadcaster had “made a 
good faith effort to ascertain 
local needs and interests, and 
to meet them in his program- 
ming.” - 

That change, industry ob- 
servers said yesterday, would 
probably prove popular with 
broadcasters, who resent chal- 
lenges to their licenses. But 
the observers predicted that 
the proposals would probably 
stir” criticism that stations are 
being shielded from public 
pressure and scrutiny. 




